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ABSTRACT

This article studies the status of WTO’s plurilateral on Government Procurement
Agreement (GPA), the liberalization of Thai Government Procurement from both GPA
and bilateral prospective and revision of Thai Government Procurement Act, which
have been enforced since August 23, 2017. The study finds that since the GPA was
enacted on January 1, 1996 up to present, there are 47 member countries, of which
37 are in Europe. The 17 out of all 31 observers are in Asia, including Thailand. Bilateral
government procurement cooperation between Thailand and 3 countries namely
Australia, New Zealand and Japan has not been enforced. It is only exchange and
understanding of relevant laws and regulations. Although by principle the new Thai
Government Procurement Act 2017 encourages the transparency and fair competition
in government procurement, some articles of the act are not harmonized with the GPA
i.e., the Non — Discrimination and National Treatment principles. However, if Thailand
accedes to the GPA, her competitiveness with the member countries which mostly

are developed countries in the open procurement should be highly concerned.
KEYWORDS: WTO, GPA, Thai Government Procurement Act 2017
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