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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to assess the opportunities and challenges
in the development of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) that are well-suited with the
development conditions and the needs of the communities in the provinces of Nong
Khai, Nakhon Panom, and Mukdahan and to propose suggestions for the development

of the Special Economic Zones with emphasis on the issues of target industries,
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investment promotion incentives, and institutional arrangements. The study proposes
three specific developments that should be promoted in the SEZs in the concemned areas
including 1) Wholesale Center of ASEAN, 2) Learning and Cultural Center of ASEAN, and
3) Bio-technology Parks. Various stakeholders have currently raised a concern that the
incentives recently designed to promote the investments in the SEZs are not sufficiently
attractive and have no distinct advantages over the currently available ones. The approved
set of incentives also fails to include those specifically designed to promote technology

transfer and to attract foreign experts to work and stay in the SEZs.
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